DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
Panama Cily Regulatory Field Office
1002 West 23" Street, Suite 350
Panama City, Fiorida 32405-3648

REPLY TQ
ATTENTION OF

Regulatory Divisicon December 31, 2008
Nerth Permits RBranch

PUBLIC NOTICE

Permit Application No. SAJ-2008-4611(IP-DEB)

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This district has recelved an application for a
Department of the Army permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water
Aot {33 U.8.C. §1344) as described below:

APPLICANT: South Walton Fire District
PO Box 1226
Santa Rosa Beach, Florida 32459

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The project is located in unnamed wetlands which
drain to Choctawhatchee Bay, just west of CR393, in Section 27, Tcownship
2 socuth, and Range 20 west, Santa Rosa Beach, Walton County, Florida, and
at the following coordinates:

Latitude: 230°23'14.85" North
Longitude: 86°13'51.80" West

DIRECTIONS TCO THE SITE ARE AS FOLLOWS: From Destin, head east on U898 to
CR393, and north on CR3%3 approximately one mile to project site on left.

PROJECT PURPOSE:

Bagic: To construct a fire-fighting training center.

Cverall: To construct a fire-fighting training center at an existing
facility located on CR393 in south Walton County.

PROPCSED WORK: The applicant proposes to £i1l 1.84 acres, and dredge
0.15 acre (for stormwater), of freshwater wetlands in order to construct
a fire-fighting training center at a fire-fighting facility on CR393 in

south Walton County. The proposed work includes constructing an access
road, new bullding, parking area, dewatering facility, and stormwater
pond. Remaining wetland areas at the western porticn of the project site
would be paved with asphalt to allow vehicular access and
maneuverability,

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION THNFORMATION: The applicant states that the
requested wetland impacts are necessary to achieve the project purpose.
Impacts are proposed at an existing facility. The applicant states that
alternative gecgraphic locations are not practicable. Approximately .66
acre of wetlands would be preserved onsite.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: To offset wetland impacts, the applicant
proposes two options. The first coption would be to purchase
approximately 2.5 credits at the Nokuse Mitigation Bank (MB). The Nokuse




MB is currently under reguest for medification. Currentiy, no credits
iave been released. The second option would be to preserve approximately
50.0 acres of wet planted pine in its natural state in perpetuity. Th
50.0-acre site is located north of SR20 and west of 3R81. Corps has not
determined if either proposed mitigation proposals is appropriate.

EXISTING COKDITIONS: The 10.54-acre parcel contains approximately 2.66
acres cf wetlands, located within the western half. & fire-fighting
facility ie currently located at the eastern half of the project site.
The project site is surrounded by development to the south, CR293 to Che
east, and undeveloped land to the north and west. Low density
residential and scome commercial development occurs near the project site.
The on-site wetland community can be described as hydric flatwoods
(FLUCCs #625). Dominant wetland plants include the following: slash
pine (Pinus elliotti), sweetbay {(Magnolia virginiana), myrtle holly (Ilex
myrtifolia), cassine holly (Ilex cassine}, inkberry {(Ilex glabra),
wiregrass (Aristida stricta), and broomsedge (Andropogon glomeratus) .
Based on the information received, wetlands resources have been assessed
ag moderate guality (0.353) based on the Unified Mitigation Assessment
Methed.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: 'The U.8. Army Corps of Engineers has deternined the
proposal would have no effect on any listed threatened or endangered
species or designated critical habitart.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT (EFH): This Notice initiates the EFH consultation
requivements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Our initial determination is that the proposed action would have a
minor adverse impact on the EFH or federally managed fisheries in
Choctawhatchee Bay. Our Final determination relative to project impacts
and the need for mitigation measures is subject to review by and
coordination with the National Marine Fisheries Service.

NCTE: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished
by the applicant. This information has not been verified. The
jurisdictional line has not been verified by Corps persconnel.

AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: Water Quality Certification may be
reguired from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEE) .

Comments regarding the application should be submitted in writing to the

District-Ergineer-at-the-above-address-within-30 days-from-the date-of"
this notice. Please reference the Permit Application number!

The decision whether to issue or deny thig permit application will be
based on the information received from this public notice and the
evaluation of the probable impact to the associated wetlands. This is
based on an analvsis of the applicant's avoidance and minimization
efforts for the project, as well as the compensatory mitigation proposed.

If you have any guestions concerning thig application, you may contact
Mr. Dale E. Beter, at the letterhead address, by electronic mail at
dale.e.beter@usace.army.mil, by fax at 830-872-0231, or by telephone at
BE0-763-0717, #57.



IMPACT ON NATURAL RESQURCES: Prefiminary review of (s application indicatas that an
Environmental impact Statement will not be required.  Coordination with US Fish and Wiidlita
Service, Environmentai Protection Agency (EPA). the Naticnal Marine Fisheries Services, and
ather Federal, 3late, and local agencies, snvironmental groups, and conhcernad citizans generally
yleids perinant environmental information that is instrumentai in determining the impact the
proposed action will have on the nalural resaurces of the area. By means of thig notice, wa are
sciicing commaents on the polential effects of the projact on threatenad or endangered spacias or
thair habitat,

IMPACT ON CULTURAL RESQURCES: Raview of the latest pubiished version of Iha Natlonai
Ragistar of Historic Places indicates that no registared propertiss, or proparties listad as eligibla
for inclusion tharein, ars located af the site of the propossd work, Pragently, unknown
archasological, scientific, prehistorical, or historical data may be lost or dastroyed by the waork o
ba sceompilshad,

EVALUATION: The decision whether 10 issus 8 parmit will be based on an evaluation of the
probabla impact including cumulative impacts of the proposad activity on the public interast. That
decision will reflect the national concem for both protection and utillzation of inportant rasourcas.
Tha benefils, which reasonably may be expectad to accrua from the propusal, must ba balanced
against its raasonably foresesable detriments. Al factors which may be relevant o the proposal
wil ba conslderad including cumulative Impacts thereol: among thase are congervation,
economics, esthetics, ganers! envitonmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, flzh and
wildiife valuas, flood hazards, flocdplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline ernsion and
accretion, recreation, water supply and consarvation, water qually, snargy needs, safely, food
and finer production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownarship, and in ganeral, the
needs and watfare of the people. Evaluation of tha impact of the activity on the pubilc Intarast wil
also inchude application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, EPA, under authority
of Section 404(b) of the Clean Waler Act of tha ¢riteria established under authorlty of Section
102(n} of the Marine, Protaction, Research, and Sancluaries Act of 1972, A permit will be
granted unless its issuanca is found (@ be contrary to the public interest,

The US Army Corps of Engineers {Corps) is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, Stats, and
local egencies and officlals; Indlan Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evalyate

the Impacts of this propossd activilty, Any comments recalved will be considered by the Corps of

Engineers (0 datarmine whether to Issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To make

or deny this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered spacies, hisloris
properties, water quality, ganeral ervvironmental sffects, and the other publls intarast factors llsted
above. Commenls are used in the praparation of an Envirorrnental Assessment andfor an
Environmantal Impact Statement pursuant {o the National Environmental Pollcy Act. Comments ara

alse used to datermine the naed for & public hearing and to determine the gvdrall public intarest of the

proposed activity,

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT CONSISTENCY: In Florkia, the State approval constitutes
sompiiance with the approved Coastal Zone Management Plan, In Puerto Rico, a Coastal Zone
Management Consistancy Concurrence is requirad from the Puerio Rico Planning Board. In the..

virgin' Islanids. the Department of Planning and Natural Rasources permit constitties compliance
#ith approved Coastal Zone Management Plan,

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING: Any perscr may raquest 8 pubiic hearing. Tha reqguest
must ba submitted in writing 10 the District Enginesr within the designated commant period of the
notice and must stale the specific reascns for requesting the public hearing.

David 8. Hobbig
Regulatory Division
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